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The Clean Rivers and Seas Task Force was set up in 

2021, our aim is to reduce storm overflows to ensure 

a healthy environment and a resilient future for water. 

The task force is responsible for delivering pathfinder 

projects through an accelerated programme.

We’ve built our Clean Rivers and Seas (regional) plan. 

The Clean Rivers & Seas 
Task Force

https://www.southernwater.co.uk/water-for-life/clean-rivers-and-seas-plan/map


Why do we need to tackle them?

As well as the obvious environmental and ethical considerations, there are 

several other factors that have contributed to this need for change

An increase in extreme weather events

Less permeable land (degreening) 

The release of the government’s Storm Overflow 

Reduction Plan.

Customer feedback



Our history



How do we tackle them?

There are four main ways to reduce storm overflows and the harm they cause

Source control

Infrastructure optimisation

Building bigger infrastructure

Stormwater treatment



What will our teams be doing in Hamble?

Engineers are currently surveying Southern Water’s network in the village 
ahead of carrying out work on our network and seeing what solutions will 
help drive down storm overflows. Our starting point is Infrastructure 

Optimisation and Source Control

Focus on the School Lane storm overflow near Hamble Copse. June 2027 
obligations for 10 spills

One key aspect of the work is investment in technology to improve the way 
our pumping stations work, this work will involve harnessing artificial 
intelligence so there is real-time control of flows between the pumping 
stations and utilising storage within the network.



Hamble Optimisation 
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Link:

Rivers and Seas Watch

We know the importance of transparency when it comes to 

storm overflows and the environment, so we’ve made 

notable improvements to Beachbuoy and have released our 

new service, Rivers and Seas Watch.

 Rivers and Seas Watch shows all inland storm overflow 

outfalls as well as coastal ones, has better usability, and a 

host of other useful features and improvements.

These improvements were informed by: 

▪ An independent review of Beachbuoy 

▪ Advice from a host of relevant experts

▪ Our Beachbuoy working group

▪ Our beta testing group  

▪ Customer feedback 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e9a1db8d193d4cd582d550285a3aeb44/page/Map/#widget_1582=active_datasource_id:dataSource_29,center:545472.6972245733%2C111583.3086404698%2C27700,scale:1153090.0915870091
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e9a1db8d193d4cd582d550285a3aeb44/page/Map/#widget_1582=active_datasource_id:dataSource_29,center:545472.6972245733%2C111583.3086404698%2C27700,scale:1153090.0915870091


Thank you and 

questions
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